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"The Proteſtatione of the Antipopiſh , An- 
" ti-prelatick , Anticraſtan , Irue preſbyterian 4 Buc 
poorand perſecuted ) church of Scotland (Againſt) 
| The 1cottii h congregation at Rotterdam in 
Holland. 
| $ all the Lords glorious attnbures did moſt brightlie ſhine 


1n his conquering to himſelfe a purely Reformed Church in 
' our Land , and bringing us Through the ſeverall ſteps of Our 
RP) Reformartone , from poperie , F darn , and Eraſtianſupre- 
aye cy, into ſtrict and ſolemne Covenants and engadgments 
COT Ee it himielfe , againſt rhe ſame , ano every thing contrary 
ro {0..nd dottrine and rhe pouer of godlynefle, fo that our Chuich was con= 
ipicoufſy plornio.1, inde1d _ and retrrible 156 her enemic< , as ane army with 
banners : yet we have it i caſt our eyes back upon, with greife of ſpirit and 
aſtonishment of Heart, iiar there hath bein, and now mare 1s, a numerous 
company , pretending 10 be amongſt us of byaſſed men , difſaffected ro the 


£ | 


cauſe and intereſt of Jetu. Chriſt, whomore ſought and ſceks, rhe advantage 
| of his enemies , then the- right advancemeut of his K:1ngdome, Bur nou 
| the holly and wite Lord , ro whom all things are naked and Pa- 
rent, hath wiſelic , miraculouſhe , and palpably diſcovered the rÞoughrs of the 

hearrs of many, and their baſe ( yea no leff rhen malignant Þ inicnitons, and 

the whole ſtrain ot there ſpirit, and courſe of rthetr actions and procetdings , 

© De nothing, bur a rendancy, to the alrogither betraying of 21s noble and 
r:2010uScauſs? And a 1erring up of the avoued . wilfull , and w:cked d poſers 
of -.< Kinodome in the world, However { o exalted be riie Lords glo- 
' rii© nine) As he hath not wantec, and, that in our Land , a companie 


of Liveing witnees for himſelf, whom he honored and helped ro ia- 
nadg his oun caſe , by keeping uv a relttmonie for him , by wreſt]cings x 
conrendings , proreſtations , declaration+, and ſufferings; ſo alſo he wanred 
% nor ſome valianr Hero's: frely to teiiifie againſt, and faithfullic and com- 
| mendably ro wihdrau themſelyes from you , when firit ye began to diſco- 
, ver whar ye are, which now the Loid 10 his holy, deep and infinite wifdo- 
ft me hath made more palpable and cvicCently ro appear , Bur that the Lords 
*". cauſe may be more mantained ; our ſelves more exotered, the weak con- 
firmed, (and if the Lord will ) ſtepers afide reclaimed , And you rendred 
more inexcufable , perſiſting and cunrinueing 1:2 your courſes ſo deſtructive 
unto the cau'e and offenſive unto rhe Church of god, Therfor we find our 
{clves neceſfarly called, jointhe and unanimouſhe , tro ent-r onr fo:m:.i[ 
and expFcic proreſtation againſt you , An all 1n any wite CUNLIPHEING Fols 
19Iing had and iſſue with yow 1n ſtrenthening vour hands , 10 Your pernj- 
cio.us courſes, or conniveing at yow 1n the fame :; upon theſe f. y ' among 
many ) weightie reaſons, bur ſad and avenue rruiths : Ax - 
- Cf. De- 
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7 Becauſe 6f your <ouning and ackinouedgeing ſuch aman for yoar Minifter 
and paitor v12; Mr Flemming, wiodboſclic deterted his oun Land and flock, 
notation, of? rhe many calls, which 2 had from them, and ſerled 10 
ans to {aga; which was hyrling like indetd ; For the hrreling fleet , * 
b-cau he 1: an. yeling, and careth noc for the ſheep Jo; 10:13. And al-_ 
{ 1c 11 Scat-Land , who refuſed to baptize the childrein of theſe pa» 
wn, to 9g within the indulged pariſhes, who came to him, with the- 
2.9 32 12 the end that they might give reitimonie againſt that finſull , 
Mat wal dinve indulgence, and in ſome things ad moſt Lieingly di- 
fen vo, etter his veming himſelfe ro the prejudice of Truth and harde- 
719 9f tome and ofenaing of others, By denying the byaſſed 1nformarione , 

hich 1, was knoun affuredly ro have got : And alfo who did moſt cruelly- 
perſecute , the poor diſtrefled, roffed and afflited , yer faithfullie contend 
ing and wreſtling Remnant , by his mifinformarton and writeing againſt 
chem, nnireprefenting them and rheir proceidings yea and reproaching at rhe 

iitgheſt rate, In rhe jad rehearfall of which we may allnde ro Hos. 6: 9. #s 
1192ps of Robbers wait for a man, To rhe companie of preiſts murder mm rhe 
wa, by conſent, for they commir Lewdnefſe. And moreover after all man- 
ner of ramperings and complyances with rhe open enemies, contrare tothe 
exprefl word of the Lord Dear. 23, 6, Fa. $:12. By there order and ceom- 
miſſion even why,le there hands uere reixing in the precious blood of rhe 
fainrs again Returned t» the ſcortiſh Congregration at Rotterdam, Falſiftet 
rhe Commiſſio!, of Jeſus Chriſt Mart. 25: 19, 26. ,Epheſ. 438.11. 12, Wh 
now he Layes our himſelfe, co perſecure rhe contending and ſuffering Rem- 

nant, by preaching , printing »4unv»hilets and mifinforming aganſt rhem, 

*, Becaus of your calling ail! :nannzr of miniſters to preach unto yow , 
With theſe whom ye take t& bc your 13. who came over into. Holland fronme 
Sror-Lind , meerhie for their ou» peace and quietneff, rreacherouſlie deſer- 
ring the inicreſt of the Lo.d ani L2-2veing their charges and the poor perſecure 
teſolate flocks ; yea and that afcer all rverr Complyance with the open enc- 
mie, and ſtateing rtheinſ:ives as a party againft the wreftling Remnant borh 
at home and abroad , +; there falſe Libe!!ls, afperſfions , reproaches Lyes 
and miſinformation- againit them, gtverng q1:;te up any contendinps apgainft 
the commo':- advyerlaiic,, ':: uſeing all fin* all diligence ro coumeract rhe 

odly tm there Laufull , Litable , and z:4l045 proceidings, Such as Mr. 

ART ins Mr. | 1-pe YONg0!, Mr. Archie, Mr. Larcly 5 Mr. Home , Mr. 

Gurdoune &c. Whereas ve 5:tghr to ob- ' rhe Lor:is comand Rom. T6217, 
15. And mark then wviick caut* diviſions and offences , contrarie ro rhe 

dottrin* which ve have Lerrned , any avoid them, for ricy that are ſach 

fer: 110% our Lord Jefis Chriſt , bur their oan belly , and by good words 
and {ur ſpeeches, deceive the hearts of the finple, and 2 Thel. 3. 6, Wirh- 

a: your ſelves, from ever; brorher that walketh diſorderly, and not after 

rh2 traditions which yerecetyes, 

3. Be:2u of your deraining and kerping fach from your pulpits, who w2- 
re offering {though very momily; 1 tp2ake againſt che god provokeing, and 
[,and-deſfolatzing 65 ot {he ryme. 15 04ght co De according tothe word ot 
The 
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the Lord, jonab, 3. 2, Jfa. 58. 1. 2. 2 Titn: 4,2, wmtill thaveither by their 
formal! engadgeing to the contrary , there open retraRting from the ſame , 
or filence, they teſtifted their complyance with theſe dreadfulabonmari- 
ons and pernicious. courtes, . 

4. Becaus of your admireing ſuch ro be eWers, and degcons, Whoarc'open- 
ly kaowen not only for 1gnorants , but tobe yoyd, borh of principles and 
renderneſſe, -and ro be diffaffected perſones to 'the lords caufe, &nd the co- 
venanted cauſe of Scotland whereas otherwayes ought to be done according 
tO the word of the Lord, 1 Iim, 3. 

5, Becaus of your promiſuous acniithon unto the Lords table , all ranks of 
perſones , if ye bur find them , concurring conniveing, and conſenting 
with yow , in-;perſecuring the oppreſſed , bin wreſtleing Remnant of rhe 
Lords people, As if that were the character of a true Communicant And 

a1:1cularhe men of blood, ſuch as have appeared at pentland and Borhuel 
Lidge a2ainſt the [Lord , and men who have given bones to the enennes 
of Allegiance to them, and Rebellion againft che Lord ; And ceſl-payers 
who have pur ſwords in the hands of the avoued and ſtubborn adverſary to 
hah: agamit heaven; yea Skippers and others who have openly ſuorn , and 
{olemnly engadged to trade in nothing, that may any wayes be ſtrenrhening 
to the Lords people, either at home or abroad , or advantagous for there- 
building of nur falken tabernacle, as 19 rhe 1mporting or exporting of per- 
ſones, Books, Letters, or any thing of that narare ; ſo that ye have pollared 
the ordinances of the Lord, and myerted the end thereof , As more appen- 
reth by the 'tolloutng reafone. 

6+ Becaus of your debarring from the Lords rable, ſuch as were knoun 
to be ſingular foi there Loyaltie unto, Zeall and fairhfulnes for [efas 
Chriſt , and have vein dignified add helped fince to reſiſt into !-:00d , 
ſtriveing againſt fn, a3 Loved not their Lives unro the death, ſuch as va- 
liant worthy and nuble Rathiller &c. ſo that Mal. 2. 8. 9, ve arc deparrred 
our of the way ye have cauſea many to ſtumble at rhe Law ye haw corrupt 
ed the Covenant ot Levi ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 1herefor have ; atio ma- 
de yow contemptible and baſe befor all rhe FOO: , according as ye have nor 
keepr my wayes, but have bein parriall in the Law. 

-. Becaus of your cruell and rigorous dealing , vour redaCting 0! poor tfetfte- 
rers, both perſons and famihies { chaſed over ro the toun . wherein ye reſj- 
de ) to the,greateſt of extremities, yow bribeing ſome of them , and threarning 
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others our of chere conſciences, And rhefe of them, whur the Lord kee- 
p<d !:uight, ye not onely hold up your oun hands from atiitting, encoura- 
gens or tupplieing them, Notwithſtanding of the Large allouance , borh 
on: the Nlageſtrares of the roun , and the godly in 3c Land which 1s given 

unto yow for that efle&, bur ali.+ moſt iinfullie Laviſhes away, what ve gcir 
in mainiiining of {uch as are knouen enimies, and Giffaflected ro the cauſe 
0: god. 2:19. ven plorters, traders, conſpirers ind Conbiners iti that bign- 
dv, > :t:zran, Cromwclian, oodief} Monnuihenian , Maltgnaut partie and- 
factions, who of old, and of Late, have deeplie embrued t:icir lands, in 
the blood of the beſt of the | "rds ſaints ; fortar yo have tot oney foibor- 
A 3 ne:: 


ne, the helping of the diftreiſed , who were diſtreſſed indeed, for follouing 
the Lord, For : Tim, 5. 16, The Church as ſhe ſhould not be charged 
with others, ſo ſhe ought to releive them , whoare widous indeed Bur alſo 
bave therewith heiped the ungodly, Loveing them riar hare the Lord, 
which ought not to be done 2 Chron: 19: 2. unlefl ye would expe@ wrath 
ro be upon yow from: before the Lord, 

Now though at the time, we could ſay muci more, yet we think ir not 
alrogither neceſſary , for fruſtra. fir per plura quod zque commoie heri por 
eſt per pauciora : Houever , ſrom all this, and what elſe is weill knwwen, 
3t may be clearly obvious to any d:\cerning, and not wilfullie blinded cye; 
how that the Lords cauſe, 1s fadelv betrayed by yow and turned upfide doun , 
not onely, not all truth docti:aily raught, bar alfo errors, Lies and 
Falchood , by your Crying peacz to tie wicked , and thefe who Follow 
crooked and perverſe wayes and courſes; The government of the Lords hou- 
ſe caſten , and the end of his diſcipline inverted , His Croun, yea no-pen-« 
dickle thereof maintained afſerted , and contended for by yow ; yow 1deing 

our ſelves joining haad iſſue, and 1iatreſt with his enemies, ative and be- 


nored witneſſes; and concenders and valiant ſufferers for him. So o ! whar 
may ye expe-t from the hand of a zealous fin revenging God, when he co- 
mes to make inquiſition for blood , and ro take account of the hainous 
indignities and wrongs done unto hin, who cals his people nor ro beparta- 
kers of others rhere fins unleſſ rhcy would be made partakers of their pla- 
gue> Tacrfor werthe Anti-poptſh , Anrti-przlatick , Anci-eraſtian , 
prebyrerian (bur afflicted, gag , perſecuted, bleeding and wounded, 
Church of Scorland, As we Infinaare befor, doe heirby , jointlie and*'una- 
aimouſlie proteſt againſt yow and all Aiders of, complyers with , and'con« 
rivers at your abominable ſfinfull and-Apoſtarizeing courſes, fullic , freelie, and 
with one conſent 3 concrediring our Right honorable and faithfull delegare 
Roberr Hamilroun , who hath bein highiie honored of the lord, ia his engadg- 
mers, Appearances , and ſufferings ar home ſor his. cauſe , and in his 
concendings ard wreſtleings abroad particularlie in his being a ſtanding wir- 
nefſe againſt yow, and your d-reſtable any backſlideinge Courſes (bar againſt 
whom your hands have bein ative and your rong 1es whetr like ſwords, and 
hen 1-4 like bo1es 10 ſhor art 1m your arro 1s even bitter words ) To prefenr 
Or Caitſe this ro -2 preſented unto.yow And to minadge it, As the Lord 
ſhall Aſſt, And as his cauſe ſhall require, 


rile 


Giasopom 28. Ne- Subſcnibe:., In our Name, and by our direQion , 
pemb, 168%. ({& By the Clerk of our Generall' Meeting, 


Irring your ſely«<s only againſt the afſerrors of his priviledges and highly hio-. 
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Galat: v. 6. 


For in Feſus Chriſt neither Circumciſion availeth 
any thing, nor Uncircumciſion : but Faith which 
worketh by Love. 


Hat which through the affiſtance of God I intend 
to Purſue from this Text is, That the Chriſtian 
Religion is of the moſt ſpiritual Frame and Con- 
ſtitution, the moſt exactly fitted and proporti- 
oned, as to the immaterial Being of the Ob- 
ject which it regards, fo to the reaſonable Na- 

ture of the Subject in which it ought to reſide; That it is of a 
more noble and elevated Deſign, than were any of thoſe courſe 
Models, which either Wickedneſs or the Neceflity of Afﬀairs did 
ever introduce among Men: And fo, that it does not conſiſt in 
outward performances and bodily geſtures, in certain Schemes of 
Sacrifices, or a ceremonial Worſhip, in ſolemn Pageantries and 
pompous Shew's, in external Rites and Uſages, or carnal Ordi- 
'nances and a ſenſible Oeconomie ; but in a holy and virtuous Life 
and Converſation, in Faith, Love, Devotion, Humility , Pati- 
ence, Contentment, Sobriety, Temperance, Chaſtity, in Righ- 
reouſneſs, Charity , Sincerity , Meekneſs , Generoſity, and all 
thoſe other Graces which concur to renew the Image of God in 
the Soul of Man, and to diſpoſe him for that pureſt Fruition of 
the Original it (elf in Heaven, which is equally apt to encourage 
him in the diligent practice, and to teach him what ſhould be 
the peculiar Kind of his Obedience upon Earth: For in eſs 
Chriſt, &C. 

9 And indeed this Character I have given of the Religion which 
is acceptable to God through Chriſt Jeſus, is ſo obviouſly held 

- forth to us in theſe Words, that it ought rather to be reckoned as 

a Paraphraſe of, than any formal Decyan from, them. 

, 


(2) 

For by Circumciftion muſt be underſtood the whole ceremo- 
nial Inſtitution of the Jewiſh Law; that word being ordinarily 
uſed in this ſenſe by onr Apoftle in all his Epiſtles: e the 
Circumciſion was the moſt eminent Ceremony of that Diſpenſa- 
tion, and ſo moſt proper to give 2 Name to the whole. And by 
Uncircumciſion we muſt alſo mean any other kind of carnal Wor- 
ſhip, of a like nature unto that of the Jews, and which was ei- 
ther cuſtomary among the Heathens, or (hould afterwards be in- 
vented by any of thoſe who ſhould pretend to follow the Dodtine 
of Jeſus Chriſt. For by it the Apoſtle could not intend any other 
form of Religion but what was animal, and was chiefly conſum- 
mated in corporeal Obſervances, and outward Formalities; fince 
there is none of a middle kind , which could be directed to the 
true God, that can imaginably fall between the notion of ſuch a 
one, and that genuine ſort which is _—_ by the (ubſequenc 
part of the Text, Faith which worketh by Love; as is palpable. 
And therefore it is certain that he could not uſe both theſe two, 
Uncircumciſion, and Faith which worketh by Love, as but diffe- 
rent Phraſes for the ſame thing; becauſe then he had really con- 
tradicted himſelf, by ſaying, that the former availeth not in Jeſus 
Chriſt , when immediately he did infinuate the contrary of the 
latter. And fo by Uncircumciſfion he muſt needs have meant 
that kind of Religion which ſtood in contradiſtin&ion to this 
other; and conſequently that which I have now deſcribed as the 
rue importance of that word. So that the Expoſition of the 
Text runs moſt naturally thus; Neither ſuch an Adminiſtration 
as was that of the Jews, nor any other whatſoever, of no finer 
Eflence nor Intent, can 5. ag any thing to thoſe who look: for 
Salvation through the Holy Jeſus; for the main deſign and (cope 
of that Religion, whereof he was the Authour, is onely Faith 
which worketh by Love. 
Now by this we can onely underſtand that generous and ſuita- 
ble temper of mind, whereby the Nature of Man is exalted to 
the greateſt height of Perfection that it is capable of on this fide 
of its glorious Eſtate. For 'tis not poſſible to conceive a more 
emphatick or comprehenſive account of all that is requiſite for 
making up the moſt ſpiritual and divine Religion, than what i: 
unplied in Faith working by Love; all that can be called Sanity or 
Goodneſs being fully compriſed in that Grace, thus operative 
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and prolifick. were eaſie to ſhew this, both from the com- 
plexion 
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plexion of {ach a lively Faith, and from the dependance which 
all chat is truly great or noble has upon it. Bur that lies our of 
my preſent Road; and fo it ſhall ſuffice to vonch it by thoſe two 
oh places, where the Apoſtle repeats this ſame Text, and onely 
alters the Expreſſion here; in the one calling it the keeping of the Com- 
mandments of Goa, and in the other a new Creature. Chriſtianicy 
then, or that which availeth in Jeſus Chriſt, is a complete Sy- 
ſeme of the moſt refined and improved Morality, ſuch as wholly 
rends to accompliſh and adorn the Souls of Men. And therefore 
it is ſuch an ingenuous and ſpiritual Religion, ſo reaſonable a ſer- 
vice, as equally excludes, and does tranſcend all thoſe low and 
carnal Schemes, which either Childiſhneſs or Superſtition did re- 
concik to thoſe fond and doting Creatures that have ever been 
wheedled with them. 

Thus you fee that I have not raiſed any other Do&trine from 
this Text, but what the Apoſtle himſelf did direQly intend when 
he wrote it, and ſo what is the immediate ſenſe of the Words; 
and that I have not ventured ſo much upon Inferences, as Inter- 
pretations, in making it afford a Subje& patly enough accommo- 
dated for that which this Diſcourſe has ſtill in its view. And 
now that I may go on the more methodically with it, I ſhall, 


Furſt, Give a ſhort account of Religion before Chriſt. And, 


Secondly, What was the ſpecial and principal Deſign of that 
which he preached to the World. 


As to the Firſt, It is certain that in the State of Innocence our 
firſt Parents were wholly employed in gratitude and love to their 
Maker, in admiring the beautifull Frame of this World, and re- 
fleing the Glory of ſuch a Workmanſhip upon him by whoſe 
_ it was faſhioned, in mutual love to, and complacency in, 
each other; and ſuch like pure and ſuitable Virtues. And all this 
without any external Ceremonies or Formalities, any outward 
Schemes of Religion, or Models of Devotion, ſave onely that 
they, being lodged in Fleſh as well as we, could not but ufe 
thoſe geſtures and poſtures which were neceſlary for them in any 
blick Worthip; ſo, to wit, as the Saints will do in Heaven 
after the Reſurrection. And the reaſon is, becauſe God being 
a Spirit, and fo not capable to be the direct Object of material 
Motions, thoſe which formally " him muſt needs Progens 

2 Om 
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from a Spirit too. And therefore all corporeal Actions come in 
but by accident into Religion, and cannot be pertinent to it, but 
ſo far as either they tend to occaſion ſome proportionable ones in 
the Soul, (as when one in a proſtrate poſture is thereby moved to 
thoughts of Humility,) or elſe for the mutual ſubſerviency and de- 
cent adminiſtration of publick Worſhip among many. Now in 
that bleſſed Eſtate there could not but be fo very little need of 
any outward Obſervances, upon either of theſe reſpe&s, that it 
were very unreaſonable to encreaſe them beyond what was ablo- 
!ucely neceſſary and indiſpenſtble. 

But when Sin had overturned all things, and ſubjected the (u- 
2reme and leading Faculties in Man, to thoſe low and carnal 
Members wherein he was but a (harer with the Beaſts that periſh, 
then Almighty God, to upbraid his ſall, did enjoin him a Reli- 
por as grols and carnal as himſelf was become, and appointed 

im to make Attonement by the Bloud of Beaſts, for that beaſtly 
Nature he had degenerated into. Not that thoſe material Sacri- 
fices were-capable to afford any congruous ſatisfaction to that inf- 
nite Being, the very Kind of whole Nature, as well as the Perfedti- 
on of it, did infinitely tranſcend and undervalue them. Neither 
was there any thing intrinſick in thoſe animal performances to pro- 
portion them for ſuch an end. And therefore it was not merely 
theſe that were exacted , but alſo, and eſpecially, the inward Sa- 
crifice, and offering up of the Mind. Thus though both Cain and 
Abel did equally acquit themſelves: as to the outward part of the 
Oblation, yet not doing (o as to the ſpiritual too, the one was ac- , 
cepted, and the other not. So that the external obſervation had 
no other excellency to recommend it, but what it borrowed from 
the ingenuous and devout Intention of thoſe by whom it was per- 
formed ; and whatever was done by the Body, could not pretend 
to any kind of Worthin® in the ſight of God, as it did proceed 
from it, bur only as it was informed with the pious affte&tion of the 
Soul. And conſequently all thoſe outward Miniſtrations did con- 
cur to rhe true deſign of Religion, but materially at beſt; and it 
was ſtill thoſe Principles of inward Honeſty and Religion, which 
were preſerved aſter the Fall, that gave the formal value to them, 


which were the Salt that ſeaſoned all the Sacrifices, and the. A1- 
tar which ſanctified the Gifts. 


How- 
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However that great enemy of Mankind, who was but the 
more enraged to a freſh aflault by that New Covenant of Grace, 
whereby all the ſucceſs of his former was ſo much defeated, did 
now look upon himſelf as furniſhed with a favourable enough op- 
portunity to attempt his old proje& once again, and to mike an 
eflay how he might enveigle poor Man into a ſecond Fall. For 
finding that an external and ſenſible Religion was allowed him, 
he plies himſelf with all the dexterity of his Nature to improve 
that while it ſhould ſupplant it ſelf, and by the numerous croud 
of its performances, either quite mother that Mark whereto ſuch 
2 ſhower of Arrows were directed, or elſe tear it in pieces by the 
ſeveral and various points which ſhould fix in it. And thus by 
degrees he got Superſtition, and Idolatry, and Atheiſm, ſo to 
overwhelm the face of the earth, as to need even a deluge to waſh 


it from ſo much filthineſs and abomination. 


The like ſtrategeme did {ſucceed too well alſo in that new 
World, which by ſeeing the ruines of the: old, ſhould at leaſt 
have kept off thoſe rocks that it was daſht upon. But the Ad- 
verſary was cunning, and they were frail ; ſo that the thing that 

revented a ſecond deluge was not the want of a ſecond occaſion 
or one, but the mere promiſe of God, who was reſolved not to 
ſtrive any more with ſuch backſliding creatures. And therefore 
thought fit to form a peculiar Church and People to himſelf. 
But yet ſuch was the natural complexion and genius of that 
ſame Race which he made choice of, that at the Inſtitution of 
their Law, their fondneſs to that carnal and ſenſible Worſhip, to 
which they had been inured among the Egyptians, was ſo very 
invincible, as in-a manner even to conſtrain him to hamour them 
in the very kind of that ſervice they were to pay to him, and ſo 
to indulge them a Religion ſymbolical ro that of EZgyr, though 
applied to a better purpoſe ; their Ceremonies being an allow- 
ance that proceeded from no other motive than did their liberty 
to divorce their Wives ; namely, becauſe of the hardneſs of their 
hearts. 

But yet even this Condeſcenſion had not its due efftet. For 
as their Law was at firſt occaſioned by their froward and carnal 


giſpofition, with which.the infinite goodneſs of God chus'd ra- 


er for a time to comply, :than perpetually contend. So having 
once obtain'd a Religion ſo gratefull to thoſe fulſome inclinations 
which did thus cloſely ſtick to them, they ſoon perverted that 
gratious 


(6) | 
ations condeſcention to which they ow'd it, and looking upon \ 
ſe, ai it had been to be the main and principal deſign of thi —& 
Covenant whereof their Maſes was the Medatour ; they fooliſh- | 
ly imagin'd that their God was altogether fuch a one as them- 
ves, and ſo more apt to be pleaſed with the ſparkling grandore 
and magnificence of a flaunting and gaudy devotion, than al! 
thoſe ghoſtly and inviſible motions, which reach not beyond the | 
dark retirement of that breaſt wherein they are performed. 
And thus did they run ſo far in advancing the credit and reputa- 
tion of bodily performances, as at laſt to become wholly poſleſt 
- with the opinion of an abundant ſufficiency in them, and that up- p 
on their account they became righteous in the ſight of God, fo | 
25 that by the very op operaturn of thoſe Sacrifices and Luſtrations | 
which he appointed, their fins and offences were fully expiated, 
4nd he ſufficiently attoned for them. 

And as for the Moral Law, they own no farther concernment 
in it, than merely to let it alone ; that is, being it wholly con- 
ſiſted in Negatives, not to break forth into any outward com- 
miſſion of thoſe things which were forbidden by it: looking up- 
on it rather as an extrinſecal Circumftance, chan any conſtirnenc 
part of their Religion. 

Yea fo vaſtly did this prevail, that nothing happened to their 


Works, but what became the very fate of their Faith too. For 
the hopes they had of that happineſs, which ſhoald accrne to them 


from the coming of the Meſſas, did chiefly reſpe& that worldly 
honour, gloty and greatneſs which they imagin'd was to attend 
him. And when ſo great and learned a part of their Rabbies 
were ſo much immers'd in Matter, as to deny even the being of 
any thing elſe, we may eafily gueſs how little they were diſpoſed 
to ſpiritual things, and how great influence their ceremonial Wor- 
ſhip had upon them. 

Thus you fee the original and progreſs of a ceremonial Reli- 
gion, upon what account it was firſt condeſcended unto, and 
what were the ill effects it produc'd. 

Let us now come to the other thing propos'd, the /pecial deſoen 
of the Chriſtian Religion, And that, as S. fohn 1 Ep. 3. 8. tells us, 
was to deſtroy the works of the Devil ; namely, thoſe that either wer 
directly ſuggeſted by him, or which he had been the firſt occa- 
{ion of. For the Son of God took yon him the form of a Ser- 
vant, not only to be obedient unto the death of the Croſs, and 


be 
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be 2 propitiation for the Sins of the World ; Bug alſo to be # 
Preacher of Righteouſne(s, and to reduce afſgirs as near as poſſible 
to that poſture they were in, when there was na need of one un- 
der his Office and Character. And therefore when he went up 
to the Mount, in imitation of Mefes 'tis like, to publiſh that New 
Law whereby he would have the lives of Men to be governed, 
there was nothing he propounded but what was of an exa&t Mo- 
rality and goodneſs, of an abſolute and intrinfick rectitude and 
excellency, and which was altogether congruous and ſuitable to 
our Rational Nature, and no leſs fitted to defecate and refine us 
from ſenſe and corruption, than to render us meet to be parta- 
kers of the inheritance of the Saints in light ; the one being re- 
ally the other. So that his Religion appear'd rather to be calcu- 
lated for thoſe unbodied ſpirits, that are not encumbred with the 
propynnnms of fleſh, than for ſuch as are even ſunk in matter, and 

__ clogg d with thoſe earthly Tabernacles they carry about 
with them. 

And as for the Ceremonies of the Jewiſh Law ; Since he was 
the Truth and Subſtance of which they were but the Type and 
Shadow, his very Being , without any more ado, did fully eva- 
cuate and aboliſh them ; as is clearly demonſtrated by S. Pas! in 
ſeveral of his Epiſtles, and eſpecially in that to the Hebrews, Nay 
moreover, our Lord himſelf did expreſly ſhew us fo much, ob. 4. 
21, 23. and he gives the reaſon thereof, ver/. 24. For God & a Spi- 
rit, and he muſt be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, Add to this, 
that he did inſtitute new Sacraments in lieu of the old ones, 
which, by conſequence at leaſt, was an entire abrogation of thoſe, 
and of that Law to which they did pertain. So that the whole 
eflence and deſign of that Religion did conſiſt in true holineſs and 
virtue, in the improvement of the Soul, and renovation of the 
inward Man. 

Neither did he join thoſe new Sacraments unto it, as if he in- 
rended to introduce one Ceremonial Religion in place of another, 
or to give encouragement thereby to any to load it with all the 
arbitrary inventions their fondneſs could put them upon. No cer- 
tainly. 'Tis true indeed, he ſaw that the preſent circumſtances of 
ous frail condition did neceſſarily require ſome external and fenſi- 
ble means, to diſtinguiſh us from the reſt of the world in an out- 
ward profeſſion ; the better to keep us in mind of the import and 


obligation thereof ; and to prompt us to a ſevere examination of 
our 
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our ways, a high gratitude to our Redeemer, and an Univerſal 
Love among our ſelves. But yet thoſe which he did appoint 
were of ſo ſimple a nature, and ſo common an uſe in the ordi- 


nary courſe of our life, that in reaſon it could never be preſum'd 


they would furniſh occaſion for any acceſhonary throng of pom- 


pous Ceremonies, at once to {mother their original ſimplicity and 


deſign too. Wherefore in all the New Teſtament there is not 
the teaſt footſtep of any thing that looks like the giving counte- 


nance unto ſuch. And it was in conſequence to the contrary 
that our Text was written, when ſeveral perſons that ſaid the 


were Chriſtians, would have had That Religion prophaned with 


them. For the Apoſtle knowing, not onely that it was dange- 


rous to truſt thoſe, who had been train'd up from their infancy 
amidſt a croud of Ceremonies, with any thing that might lead 


them back to theſe again, or at leaſt divert them from that in- 


ward Righteouſneſs whereof already they were become ſo ſhy ; 
But alſo, that even in the nature of things an outward and fplen- 
did Religion did afford matter of tentation to draw aſide the moſt 
of Men from paying that due attention to thoſe unſeen and reti- 
red exerciſes, which are onely proper to a ſpiritual piety and de- 
votion ; the Apoſtle, I ſay, perceiving theſe, did therefore by the 
bulk diſcharge them all manner of ſuch obſervances and cuſtoms, 
and univerſally remove all theſe or the like Ceremonies from 
Crone, as wholly inconſiſtent with, and prejudicial to ſuch 
a ſpiritual diſpenſation : For in 7eſws Chriſt, 8&c. So that no Cere- 
monies but ſuch as mere neceſſity, or a diſcreet decency and or- 
der, does require, can be at all allowable unto thoſe who expect 


an | gooe from that Religion, which is to be meaſured by the 
7 


| we Jeſus Chriſt, and not by the fancies of bold and deſign- 
ing Men. 

Now that during the firſt Ages of that holy Religion its firſt 
and main deſign, which was ſo very viſible and conſpicuous, was 
carried on with a candour and inteerity ſuitable to it ſelf, is more 


certain than that it can well be doubted of. And I ſhall clearly. 


evince it by the two following Arguments. 


Firſt, Becauſe it could be nothing elſe but the ſtriftneſs of its 
commands, and that exemplary purity of life which theſe did 
enjoyn , that occaſioned all the perſecution that was rais'd a- 


eanſt it. 
And 
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And ſecondly, becauſe the Primitive Chriſtians exerciſed 
their Religion in the moſt ſ1mple manner that was poflible. 


Firſt then, "Twas certainly upon the account of the Excellency 
of that Morality, and of that ſublime Obedience which the Go- 
ſpel introduc'd, that it met with ſo bad entertainment in the 
world, and was perſecuted with all the rigour and cruelty that en- 
raged Tyrants could invent. For the believing and ſpeculative 
part of the Chriſtian Religion, in (o far as it has no influence up- 
on the life and converſation of Men, was of no ſuch provoking 
nature, as to have embroil.d the world fo tadly, and raisd the 
moſt diſturbing commotions that ever (et its people in a flame. 
Since the appearing wildne(s and paradoxy of its moſt abſtruſe 
and unexplicable Myſteries, could at wortt have been but reſem- 
bling to that of thoſe frantick opinions, which in the greateſt part 
of Religions were admitted with the profoundeſt reverence and 
veneration ; and which had given a precedent for the higheſt ex- 
travagances to gain credit and regard, were they but once (hrou- 
ded with the common pretext of pertaining to things ſacred. And 
{o as the no leſs abſurd and inconſiſtent, than unworthy and ridi- 
culous fancies about the Heathen Deities, were fo far from incen- 
{ing or offending the Higher Powers, that on the contrary they 
became the Objects of their adoration ; So it is never to be pre- 
{um'd that any Do&rine or Tenents whatſoever could have 
wrought that effect, fo long as they went no farther, than merely 
to be ſuch, and did not exact any other obſervance but the cre- 
dulous aflent of an eaſte underſtanding. 

Neither could it be the external Worthip and Devotion 
whereof it made a ſhew, that could give ſo much offence. For 
ſuppoſing that it had made its appearance in the world with the 
preateſt pomp and ſplendour ; Yet how can it be imagind that 
thoſe ako had abandon'd themſelves to all the fopperies and 
trumpery that fond Idolatry could inſpire Men vithall ſhould 
have ever been {o zealous of their own madnels, as rather than 
to ſuffer others be poſleſt with a greater, to perſecute them with 
nothing leſs than fire and ſword, deſtruction and ruine 2 This, I 
a could never have been, had there not been ſome other thing 
of a nearer concern at the bottom of it. Nay lo far was it from 
this, that That very Rome which roſe up againſt the Name of Je- 
ſus with all the violence and fury that was poflible, was yet « 

much 
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much accuſtom'd to enſlave her ſelf to all the Deities of other 
Nations, as to enflave theſe unto her felt: Not feeming more 
ambitious to have her Empire and the World of the ſame con- 
fines, than to have her Pantheon well crouded with all its Idols too ; 
as if nothing could have ſatisfied her, but to have all the Gods, as 
well as Men, to be wholly her own. So that when Cats and 
Crocodiles, and the uglieſt ſhapes that could be contrivd, were 
advanced in her Temples, ſurely, had not the God of the Chri- 
ſtians been more ungratefull upon ſome other account, than that 
he would have engag'd her to ſome new {ſuperſtition ; ſhe had 
rather took it as a kindneſs, than any injury, to have got him 
mounted upon ſome of her Altars. And therefore it ſeems very 
obvious from all this, that it was chiefly the preceptive and prac- 
tical part of Chriſtianity, which was ſo much the Rtumbling-block, 
and for which it came to be more inveterately hated, than any Re- 


ligion that had ever before been propos d to the conſciences of 


Men. 


For all Mankind being deeply immers'd in the corruption of 


fleſh and bloud, and univerſally addiQed to- indulge themſelves 
in thoſe luſts and pleaſures, whoſe fulſome nature did beſt ſuit 


with ſuch degenerate creatures, it was not to be expected but that 


when ſo heavenly and divine a Religion came down from above 
the clouds, to inſinuate it (elf into their practice and converſa- 
tion, it ſhould encounter with all the ſpight and oppoſition that 
ſuch an unwelcome, though generous, project could be perſecu- 
ted withall ; when the more excellent and lofty deſign it carried 
along with it, the more dire&ly did it contradict thoſe natural 
inclinations , in whoſe ſatisfaftion all the reputed happineſs of 
the world was formerly placed. And upon that ſcore the Reli- 
2ion of the Holy Jeſus was lookt upon as ſome malevolent and 
inſiduous deſign, to deſpoil the world of all that was dear unto 
it; and to be as cruel an attempt, as if that had been even literally 
direted to rob every body of his neareſt Relations, nay to de- 
prive him of his right eye, and right hand, and leave him no 
more but the paſſive trunk of a mutilous body to breathe into. 
This is undoubtedly the moſt rational account that can be given, 
wherefore, of all the Religions that ever ſet foot in the World. 
the Chriſtian onely was that which lookt fo terrible and (urpri- 
Zing, as to raiſe all the Power and Wit of Mankind to the grea- 
teſt enmity and violence againſt it. . 
ea, 


— 
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Yea, not only is it thus evident that the ſignal and grand de- 

ſign of Chriſtianity was to reform and improve the lives of Men ; 
But alſo on the other hand it is palpable that in thoſe Primitive 
Ages, all who made profeffion thereof were as ſimple in the garb 
of their Religion, -as they were in that of their Bodies 3 and that 
was ſimple enough. Indeed their circumſtances were ſuch, that 
they were ."_k to have but any corner to aſſemble themſelves in- 
to. And they were ſo ill provided of what could advance any 
external grandure, that it became one of the charges laid againſt 
them, that their Religion behov'd to be ſome mean and skulking 
thing , ſince of all the Religions that had ever appear'd in the 
world, it onely had no Temples wherein foiemnly to worſhip its 
God. And till the days of Conſtantine, that Churches were builc 
in a Magnificent manner, they had ſcarcely Huts to preach in ; 
and the beſt they ordinarily made uſe of, was but Cats upper 
Room in ſome private houſe or other. What therefore could 
be the other pomp of that Service which was ſo ill lodged, and 
which for the moſt part was brought forth, as was he to whom it 
was directed, in an Inn or a Stable ? 
But though they wanted thoſe outward advantages, yet as to 
the genuine part of their duty, there was never any thing more 
heavenly and devout, more zealous and fervent ; and they were 
frequent in Prayer and Exhortation, and in receiving the Holy 
Euchariſt, without any noiſe or ſplendour, or any thing that could 
look like vanity or ſuperſtition 3 being ſo extremely intent upon 
che ſubſtance of the thing, as never to ſuffer one. thought to be 
diverted about the external form of it. 

Hitherto then did the Chriſtian Religion preſerve its native 
Temper and Inſtitution. Bur, alas ! not long after that, things 
began to put on another face. For when once they got an Empe- 
rour to be as much Chriſtian, as before him all of that Title were 
the contrary : And ſo when Liberty and Riches, thoſe two dan- 
gerous things, if not cautiouſly made uſe of, began to flow in 
upon them apace ; then they quickly became proud and wanton, 
ambitious and fancifull ; and began to vye grandure and pomp 
with all the world, and from one extreme running into another , 
© every thing that related to their Religion in as gaudy a 
drals, as that was {wmple and mean it had wont to be accoutred 
withall : As if they ny imagin'd, that ſince their Religion was 
the molt ſublime and excellent ot ever adorned any oy of 
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Men ; therefore it ought to be the moſt ſplendid and magnificent 
to0. So that the Fathers began to pray for the Perſecutions again, 
to purge the Church of al] thoſe ſupervenient deckings, and to 
force thoſe who did haunt it unto their old humility and charity, 
and unto that ingenuous and plain manner of Devotion, which 
was onely ſuitable for ſo ſacred a place. 

But ſtill chey went on, untill at laſt the Viſage of the Church 
became to be ſo painted and patcht over, as that one who had 
ſeen it before, ſhould not have now known it for his old and mo- 
deſt acquaintance. And thus at length affairs came up to that 
height wherein they are in the Church of Rome at this cay. A 
Church that has been ſo much infe&ted with the contagious (uper- 
Rtition of other Religions, as to render her own but a Mongrel 
compoſure of them all. A Church that has perverted the moſt 
noble deſign into the worſt purpoſes, that has daub'd the moſt 
oeautifull Religion with the moſt ugly and preternatural inventi- 
ons, and that has tranſplanted the very Being of it from the Soul 
to the Body, from a Spiritual to a Carnal Soil. But ſhould I 
once launch out into this Subje&, (ſo vaſt and ſpatious is it, that 
the whole day would not ſerve to go over it. I ſhall therefore 
onely toucl1 at ſome feiv things in general. 

And firſt, What ſhall be ſaid of the Rites and Ceremonies 
of their Worthip and Sacraments, and that outward pomp where- 
in they are performed > They are now become altogether Thea- 
trical, and their grand Mats, eſpecially if (aid by the Pope him- 
ſelf, is certainly one of the moſt bombaſlt pieces of Pa 


pevnery the 
world ever ſaw. The thing is too well known that I ſhould in- 


{1ſt upon it 3 And therefore I ſhall onely refer thoſe who are not 
{ufhcientiy informed, to the 2d and 3d Chapter of the firſt Book 
of the Famous Mr. C/a»ae his Hiſtorical Defence of the Reforma- 
tion ; where, though the Subject be not more lively than truly 
deſcribd, yet it comes {hort of what really it is; as any body 
who has been at Rome eſpecially can atteſt ; and as way be gather- 
ed from the Deſcription of a Roman Service, written by a Jeſuit 
in a Letter to a Friend of his. It runs thus : # are {are (ſays he) 
that the Society did employ 9000 Florens 11 the late Solemnity, They cans d 
to raiſe a great Machine in our Church of Farneſe a: Rome, in hongur 
of the Holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt: It was 120 Palms high , and 
eo tn breaath 5 wonderfully adorned with excellent Statues, with delicate 


n;age:. with rarely painted Hiſtories, and Emblemes, which aza raviſh 
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the Eyes of all the Beholders;, and having burning upon it upwards of four 


thouſand Flambeaux, the light aid ſhine ſo very radiantly all about in the 
Church, as that one durſt hardly look up, for fear of being quite dazzled. 


They did celebrate the Service with ſo much Pomp, and with ſuch a tranſ® © — 1 


porting Conſort of the Popes Muſicians, that there wanted nothing but the 
Preſence of the Pope himſelf to make up the moſt magnificent Shew that 
ever was upon the Earth, The Archbiſhop of Rhodes [aid the Maſs ; 


But, Secondiy;” there is nothing more viſ1bie than that it has 
been its great ſtudy and endeavour to take off all the burthen of 
Religion from the Soul, and lay it upon the Body. For if this 


bur trudge and ſmart ſufficiently, the other will have but little to 


doe. And that is evident, 


Firſt, By their Doctrine about the Sacrament of Penance ; 
where not onely they have hitted the word for the purpoſe, but 
alſo have ſo ordered the matter, that there is no more inward for- 
row required in the mind, but what is animal, and what every 
Beaſt has when it is dragged to the Shambles, that is Actrition, 
or Sorrow proceeding merely from the fear of Danger. And if 
the Penance enjoined be but exactly gone about, then a!l is well 
enough. So that at this rate one needs never to ve at the pains ſo 
to wean his Soul from the World, as by a pure and benevolegrtial 
Love, or even complacential either, to fix it upon God; which 
ro doe is certainly both the greateſt Difficulty and Deſign of our 
Religion. Becauſe he has no more to doe, bur to be afraid of 
Hell, and to run to a Prielt for Abſojution, and then to per iorm 
ſuch corporeal Exerciſes, as he thai preicribe; and thele, nov 
doubt, will not be too ſeverc. Who then would not be encou- 
raged to fin by this DoEtrine, when they are taught by it how to 
redeem the offence lo eaſily » And though they require a pur- 
poſe of ſinning no more, yet that being founded upon the fame 
motive, namely, the Fears of Hell, one inay be in Heaven, v: at 


.Jeaſt in Purgatory, before he begin to leara how he ſhould love 


w 


his God as he ought. 
But this may be prov'd, not onely by their Doctrine, about 
this patticular Sacrament, but even about them all in general. For 


what 
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what-can doe it more, than that the very ops operatum of the Sa- 


craments, produces Grace in the receiver of them? And therefore 


they need not ſeek for Holineſs it (elf, and a fully formed piety, 
re they approach them, ſince they expe that from them as 
their proper and formal effe&t; but onely for certain Diſpoſitions 
and Perquiſites to it. And who knows not that the one is much 
more ealily acquired than the other ? 

Nay, ny go farther than all this, and to the Sacraments they 
add the Sacramentalia; and theſe come ſwarming in upon Reli- 
gion, as the Locuſts did upon Egypt. For they hold, that by pat- 
tering over the Lord's Prayer, by caſting the ſ1gn of the Croſs, 
by a daſh of Holy Water, by having a bit of an Agnzs Dei about 
one, or the Relick of any Saint, nay, or even a Medall of one, 
by being in ſuch a Confraternity, or Sodality, or by wearing ſuch 
a Scapulary, or Frock; in a word, by doing any thing they have 
a mind to, Grace is ſtil] ready waiting on, and the Soul is thereby 
ſanRifhed, and made holy. 

But moreover, their Doctrine of a general intention concurs 
mightily to help up all: For if at the beginning of any duty they 
ſhall but in the general intend to doe it for ſuch an end, then there 
15 no more required; and if the Body do but go about it, the 
Soul needs not be at the fatigue of a conſtant attendance with its 
Intention. So that the Soul gives out the orders at firſt to the 
Body, to march there, or there, and after that it (elf goes a wan- 
dring where it pleaſes. Thus though the Office of their Church 
takes up a conſiderable time, yet if a Prieſt addreſs himſelf to ir 
with a general intention, and his Lips but mutter it over, he may 
be thinking all the time he ſays it, as he liſts. Ir is juſt the ſame 
caſe with that of thoſe lewd kind of people, who being bid ſay 
Grace before Meat, anſwer, that they did it in the morning for 
all the Day. 

I ſhall inſtance another Do&rine more, and that is their Te- 
nent, that the inherent Righteouſneſs whereby one is juſtified, does 
not conſiſt in any temper or frame of the Soul; but in a certain 


ph ical Quality which they call habitual Grace. So that it is nor 


upon the account of any Holineſs or Virtue reſident in the Soul 


it (elf, as contradiſtinguiſht from that Quality, that one is juſti-. 


hed; but merely by it, as that ſanifying form by which onel 

we are acceptable to God. Beſides the Nonſenſe of this, whic 

15 as great as may be, certainly there is much prejudice in it to the 
true 
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crue intent of Religion, eſpecially conſidering that it is produced, 
not by the Soul it ſelf, but es opus operatum Of the Sacraments. 
I do not deny that many of them hold, that Faith which worketh 
by love does A juſtifie in the fight of God. Burt firſt, this 
is but the opinion of ſome, and very far from ray a of all of 
them. Then ſecondly, there is none of them but he looks upon 
it as an extraordinary caſe, and ſo muſt maintain that there is no 
neceſfity at all for one to be juſtified upon theſe terms. So that 
if ever there was a carnal and external Religion in the World, 
ſure that of Rome is much more ſo; for never was there any ſo ex- 
cuiſite and learned in the art of carrying it on ſo far as this. 
Now for improving what has been ſaid to our own uſe, I ſhall 
onely recommend that Exhortation wherewith the Apoſtle ad- 
dreſſes the Galatians in the beginning of this Chapter, upon the 
like occaſion, Stand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again in the yoke of bondage For - 
Chriſt, &c. Ye have heard what is the peculiar Deſign of our 
moſt holy Faith, and how much that is perverted and impoſed 
upon by that Religion which the Church of Rome has endeavou- 
red to (huffe in in its ſtead. And therefore it ye have any regard 
to your Souls, ye'll never abandon fo holy, ſo rational, fo gene- 
"= a - / "apt and embrace ſo groſs and carnal a Superſtition in 
place of it. 

I preſume I need not uſe any more Arguments from the compe- 
tition of theſe two, after what has been already diſcourſed, ha- 
ving all along ſo manifeſtly ſhewn how deſtructive and ruinous 
any ſuch Religion, as the Roman, is to the main and ſpecial Deſign 
of true Religion in the general, and far more of that which avai- 
leth in Jeſus Chriſt. So that having ſo fully diſcovered the pre- 
Cipice, it were to ſuppoſe an equal want of ſenſe both in the 
Speaker and Hearers, to preſs you with any Reaſons not to leap 
over it, when none but ſuch as really are uncapable of any, can 
ever be guilty of the Folly. 

YerlI hope it will not be impertinent to offer ſome more general 
Motives to your conſideration, that thoſe who either could not 
follow the thread of the Diſcourſe cloſely-enough, or who, ha- 
ving done this, yet perhaps are not ſo nearly touched with it, as 
they ought to be, may meet with what may happen to be both 
more plain and convincing unto them, if indeed any thing can be 
more lo, 

Now 
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Norw our Saviour does aggravate the Infidelity of the Jews 
with this, that if he had not come and ſpoken to thei:1, they 
had not had ſin; but now they have no cloak for the; fin: If 
he had not done the works among them that no other Man did, 
they had not had fin, ?ob» 15, 22. 24. So fayI to you; If ye 
had not been educated and trained up in the true knowledge 
of the Son of God; if ye were not furniſhed with all the 
means neceſſary for being fully convinced of the Excellency 
of our Religion, infinitely beyond all the falſe pretending ones 
thit ever inveigled the World , then perhaps ye would have no 
{in, that is, not ſo gieat a degree of it, though ye ſhould have 
been of the Communion of R»we. But now if ye (hall fall away, 
and turn your back upon that Church wherein ye have been bred, 
and which comes as near to the primitive truth and ſimplicity 
of the Chriſtian Religion, as that of Reme does to the Jewith and 
Pagan, and that is as near as may be; if, I ſay, now ye (hal! 
| make Shipwreck of your Faith, then pou will have no Cloak for 
| your ſin. 'Tis ſad Language in the 6th of the Hebrews, and fourth 

Verſe; It is impoſſible for thoſe who were once enlightned, and taſted of 
the beavenly Gift, and were maae partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
taſted of the good wora of Goa, ana of the powers of the world to come, if 
they once fall away, to be renewed again wnto repentance, ſeeing they have 
crucified the Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame, An Ex- 
preſſion which quadrates, even in the literal ſenſe, but too well 
to the Church of Rwme, her Maſs equally performing both theſe. 
And indeed if we be miſtaken in our Religion, as it ſtands in 
oppoſition to Popery, we may juſtly uſe S. i#or's Argument, 
and tax God himſelf with it, ſaying, That it is He that hath decei- 
ved and deluded us, For ſince we have got all our Faculties from him, 
both theſe of our Reaſon, and of our Senſes, it is evident that whatever 
theſe do neceſſitate us unto, and do unavoidably force us to admit, muſt be 
refounaded upon him from whom that neceſſity was at firſt derived, But 
ſure it is impoſſible for any (abſtradtly ſpeaking) to advert unto 
the native Ditates and Principles of his Reaſon, or ever conſult 
the certainty which his ſenſes afford him, and yet be Popith too. 
And of this the greateſt Champions for Rowe have been fo con- 
{cious, as not finding any imaginable way how to reconcile their 
Religion with the Faculties of Man, to cut the troubleſome knot 
they could not looſe, and cry down all Reaſon as the greateſt He- 
retick in the World. And had but that ever been at Rome, or 
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in Spar, in ach a concrete manner, as that Fire or Rack could 
have got hold of ic, we ſhould long eer now have heard of the 
ad tortures it had endured 1 the Inquitition. And that T1 may 
nor be thought to {ay this grarzs, I Ko appeal tO Gonterius, Perro- 
mus, lrnclans, an«{ chat Jeluire Verramus, ho triumphed mighti- 
ly in his bold Miet;od, to cont und all th: *''Lvteſtants, wich was 
by ceny i and 1enNOuncine, 2} the Piincnies of Reaton with an 
open © toutl;, and brazen : iv, and never to deign an Anfier 
to an} Argument drawn ttt vt againti any 0! their Tenents, bur 
directly and downright ti G4 it. SO that he maintained that 
theſe Maxims of Reaſon . 7» m4rile eft 1aem jim! eſſe + 71001 ee, 
Dnidgui.. ©! , canmain eft, necc\/arie eft, Non entis nia [unt wo Aenti.a 
eque aitribut 1, and (Ucn like, ought utterly tO be refuted And 
let no Papiſts fay that thoſe were out private Autiiouts, and they 
are not concerned in them. For this Book of Verr-niccs had all 
the approbation that their Church could give ir, unle'$ 4 general 
Counci! had been ca!!sd for that end. For the Pope himſelf 
hugg'd it very kind]y ; the King of Sp. back'd it with his Autho- 
rity; Cardinals, and A.-<hbiſhops, and Biihops, and the iwhole 
Clergy of France recommended it ; Nay the very S$9rv01, Put 1ts 
Seal to it alſo. Sure the Buhop of Cordom's Book , that makes 
ſuch a noiſe, was never berter vouched. 

But we need not run to this. For I defie them to (hew me 
any of their Write:s upon Tranſubſtantiation, who has not ſome 
whining kind of Langvage or other againſt our Reaſon and Senles. 
And the Authour of that late pretended Antiver.to the Funeral 
of the Maſs, addrefles himſelf to his Reader thus, pag. 4. Here 1 
Lumbly intreat the Proteſtar' Reade: ( (avs ne) ry reflect, that in the 
Myſteries of Religion wo muſt cart: its our Underſtanding (that is to 
ſay, ſuſpend it from a+ 2 what u might juage, had it nothing to relic 
upon, but the ſole rela;. . -* our ſeriſc.} :5 obey Chriſk, God will have, 
as an Homage ane tv 1m 484 his Veracity, this proud faculty of Man, 
which is earneſt to juage if all, ſubmit ro his word, Thus he: and (ure- 
ly very like the Wolt © ihe Sheep in the tender of peace be- 
eween them. For the frit Article he propoſed to them, was, 
that they wou!:! :iy afide all rhe Maſtives by which they were 
w1arded from in. For we! he knev/, that if once they were 
rendred {o defenc<lefs, they would {0-1 become his Prey. Juſt 
ſo, if the Proteſtint Rewacrs of chuc Pook, would but once lay 
down the certainty © 5417 Reaſon 2x their Senſes. he wage 

nd 
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115 it no difficult task indeed ther to perſuade them of Tranſub- 
2 antiation, if ther they could be perſuaded of any thing at all. 
| hall not ſtay any longer to confute this: Onely I muſt fay. 

that either we have certainty in the due exerciſe of our Faculties, 

ſo that whatever we clearly and diſtinctly perceive to be true, 
' muſt neceſſarily be fo; or eile we are but Scepticks, without the 
ce:tainty of any Thing, or Religion, imaginable. And I would ask 
any of the Church of Reme. how, or by what principles he comes 
ro be perſuaded of that Infallibility they boaſt ſo much of > For 
eiche; he believes it rationally , and upon ſuffhcient grounds, -+ 
not; Itnotz then whatever He does, : -t we preſume he mu; 
not take Us to be the Fools to be 127,004; 00. Bur if he yiei os 
his aſſent, becauſe of evident conviction, founded upon ot 3s 
| Arguments, then [| iS hm how, Or DY what menn: JC: COLNE 
be aſſured of their ce: t2intv © Here he mult £irher yn ON 1-7 
tm; Or af jaſt muſt acknowledge an entt.e conrdence i 
own Facuities, and that by an inivard Contcience nd pert) + 
of Mind, ariſing immediately out of the bright evidete © 
ſhines from a clear perceptign. Now 3f is Church . Goin 
cends to ſo muct1 jnfallibilich, thould define any thing that cor 
tradicts the certainty of thoſe Faculties; then I would deſire 3: 
him, how he would behave himſel!: For it is an undoubted Mz 
Xime in nature, That no Conſequence can be more firmiy & : 
bliſhed, than is the Antecedent upon which it is buili Whezc 
fore no Definition of that Church can be more certain, thn ir © 
that ſhe is infa}lible. But the certainty of her Infallibility dx 
pends entirely upon the certainty of Is Faculties , as I have de- 
monſtrated: But now, by the very virtue of that Infallibility, his 
Faculties are rendred uncertain, according to i1is own Conceſſion : 
What then (hall he doe? For now he mult either hold this con- 
tradition, that his Faculties are both certain and not certain; ©: 
elſe he muſt reject that Infallibility which ſupplants it ſelf, by 
thus overturning and undermining that very ground upon which 
it was rear d. 

From all which it follows, that ſince the Arguments for which 
the Infallibility is pretended, do equally involve the certainty 
both of our Reaſon, and of our Senſes: And ſince the Doctri: + 
of that Church does not onely really contradi&t both), bur is af 
acknor. caged to doe fo: therefore that Infallibility. as confide. 
£0 to haye actually interefled it jelf in thoſe Definition:. is *1;- 
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moſt abſurd and ſelf-murthering Chymera that ever was dream'd 
of in the World. And if any Papiſt will anſwer me this Argu 
ment, then I'll dare to fay, we ſhould indeed turn Papiſts, but 
then alſo we ſhould turn any thing elſe: For then we behov'd to 
renounce all the certainty of our Faculties, to admit the preateſt 
contradictions and nonſenſe imaginable; and if we were once at 
that paſs, what ought we not to doe ? Ye ſee then ho'w far the cer 

tinty that we have of our Religionamounts; to wit, tons lefs tha: 
tothar we have of the Being of a God, that that God is not a chear, 
2nd that we our ſelves are realonable Creatures; and he that 
would defire any more would nor know what he were deſiring. 
Reflect therefore well upon that fore-cited paſſage out of the H: 

brews; and conſider ferioufly with your (elves what a degree of 
lumination you have for your Religion, and what will be your 
doom, if having ſuch, ye fall away from ir. 

Bur though this be ſufficient to found the moſt preſſing 
Exhortation to adhere with conſtancy unto our Religion; Yer 
there is another ſecondary reaſon which Il] preſume to recom 
mend fo you; and that is, That our Religion is the moſt loya! 
Religicn in the World; fo that the more cloſely we ſtick to ir, 
the more ground we give our King to truſt us, and to be aſſured 
of our honeſty to him. For by our Religion we cannot fear our 
God, but we muſt honour our King, and obey him for Conſci- 
ence-ſake. We own a Religion that is both pure and gentle, 
meek and peaceable; that teaches us all the (uitable qualities char 
can make us as good Subjects as Chriſtians. And for thoſe 
"Vild 211d nnaccountable Fanaticiſms that at every turn makes Re- 
|:g9ion fbcir pretence for Sedition , Tumults and Rebellion, we 


hate and dereſt them, and look upon them as the ſcandal of 


Chriſtianity, an! plague of humane Sociers. 

But ſhould we once become Papiſts, then ie them talk what 
they v1ll, our Religion would oblige us to other things. Ir is 
true the Viench have much thaken off that Yoke of bondage to 
the Pope. And our Brittith Papiſts do now begin to be aſhamed of 
the depoling Power. But certain 1t is that the Pope himſelf is as 
cenacious of the pretence as ever he was. And when he has the 
Thunder «4 Heaven in his Hand, and all his Clergy ſo entirely 
his vowed Slaves, there is not 100 much ſecurity to be had but 
elPeciaily when ail the Clerpy pretenc! to an exemption from the 
lurifdiction of tbe Civil Moeiſtiate, and that by Divine Rivht » 
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an opinion very. proper to embolden them” unto all the villany 
imaginable ; and when all the Laicks do fo hang ar the Clergy- 
mans Bel: by their auricular Confeſſions; an artifice ten thou- 
{and times inore apt to blow up the People withail, than ever 
was the whining tones of a Tub-preacher, thogh the World has 
even fadlv enough experimented the inftence of this:. For ſup- 
poſe that general Orders were given out by the Pope to all the 
Confeſlours co in{ti!; the Depoling Doctruwe into the Conſciences 
of their Penitents, and © deny abſolution to tzole who would not 
be prevailed upon. 0! at leaſt to inanage it fo warily as to make it 
depend much upon that; ſuppoſing this, Iſay, would not the Loy- 
2ty ofa Nation be much in hazard? Aflurediy it would, unleſs 
in ſuch a Kingdom as France, where 20000 Souldiers is the one- 
ly Counterpoiſe againſt ſuch a miſchief. And therefore a King 
in a Popith Countrey , muſt always either live at his Holineſs 
Beck, or elſe, as if he had made but a ne: Conqueſt of ':, upon 
the confidence of an Army (till on foot. :\nd he muſt be a great 
ſtranger to the intrigues of the Court of 294, whio ſees not that it 
is but waiting for a favourable occation to pay back the dealing of 
France 1N its 0: n coin; and that fo foon as that thall ever arrive. 
it will not fail io doe fo, even to the utrermoſt farthing. 

Wherefore as ye love your Reaſon, and your Souls, as ye love 
your God, anc ©:c-n21 Happineſs, as ye love your King, and you: 
Countrey, hold faſt rhe profeſſion of 1 yur Faith without wave- 
ring, ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewxh Chriſt hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again in the Yoke of Bondage, of a 


ſuperſtitious, and unreaſonable, and arſloyal Religion, For is 
7eſns Chriſt, &C. 


Now unto God tre Father, &C. 


FINTIS. 


